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Religious Freedom Report

New Zealand
Stable / Unchanged

Religion
Christians : 57.0%
Agnostics : 32.9%
Buddhists : 3.0%
Hindus : 2.0%
Muslims : 1.6%
Atheists : 1.4%
Others : 2.1%

Population
4.565.000

Area
268.107 Km2

Legal framework on freedom of religion and actual
application
According to the New Zealand Bill of Rights, “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion, and
belief, including the right to adopt and to hold opinions without interference”.[1] Religious expression is unrestricted:
“Every person has the right to manifest that person’s religion or belief in worship, observance, practice, or teaching, either
individually or in community with others, and either in public or in private”,[2] provided that religious practices do not
breach the peace.[3]
New Zealand law states that the curriculum in state primary schools “shall be entirely of a secular character”.[4] However,
under certain circumstances, religious instruction may take place within primary and secondary schools.[5] Attendance for
this instruction is not compulsory.
Discrimination on the basis of religion or lack of religious belief is prohibited.[6] Complaints of unlawful discrimination may
be filed with the government-funded Human Rights Commission (HRC). Conduct prohibited by the Human Rights Act
may also be prosecuted under other laws.[7]
The HRC continues to implement its 2007 Statement on Religious Diversity, which “emphasises that the state seeks to
treat all faith communities and those who profess no religion equally before the law, and that New Zealand has no official
or established religion. It encourages education about our diverse religious and spiritual traditions, respectful dialogue,
and positive relationships between government and faith communities”.[8] In its Annual Report for the period ending 30th
June 2017, the HRC reported 69 enquiries and complaints on the grounds of religious belief.[9]

Incidents
In November 2016, an Indian Christian’s application for asylum was rejected despite his claim that he faced death threats
from Hindu extremists in India. The man’s lawyer said that the threats to his client’s life were due to his efforts to convert
Indians to Christianity but the High Court ruled that, although the situation for Christians in India had “deteriorated”, the
risk was low if he went back.[10]
In November 2016, an Auckland imam was publicly criticised by government officials after making anti-Semitic comments
in his speeches, including referring to the Jewish community as “the enemy of Muslims”. The President of the Federation
of Islamic Association New Zealand (FIANZ) said the imam’s views were incorrect and that he had made a mistake.[11]
An Australian anti-Semitic blogger was detained in New Zealand in October 2017 when he arrived in Auckland after his
entry permission was revoked on “character grounds”. He had previously been jailed for three years in Australia after a
verbal racist attack targeting two Jewish men.[12]
In July 2016 a Muslim woman was told by a jewellery store manager not to bother applying for a job at the shop if she
refused to remove her hijab. After she complained of discrimination, the company apologised and offered the woman an
interview. This was reportedly the second instance of discrimination against women wearing a hijab in nine months.[13]
In September 2016, the Whanganui branch of the Right Wing Resistance distributed anti-Muslim pamphlets in mailboxes
around the region. The pamphlets claimed that Muslims came to New Zealand pretending to be refugees but were
actually intent on changing the “laws, culture and daily life to suit Muslims”, and that “their main goal was to ‘kill anyone’
who doesn’t believe in their God (Allah)”.[14] The president of the Multicultural Council of Rangitikei/Whanganui
condemned the pamphlets.

Prospects for Freedom of Religion
It appears that there were no significant new or increased governmental restrictions on religious freedom during the
period under review. However, there appears to be an increased risk of societal intolerance against minority religions
fuelled by anti-immigration sentiments in New Zealand.
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