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Religious Freedom Report

Mauritius
Stable / Unchanged

Religion
Hindus : 44.2%
Christians : 33.2%
Muslims : 16.7%
Agnostics : 1.8%
Baha’is : 1.8%
Chinese Folk Religionists : 1.4%
Others : 0.9%

Population
1,277,000

Area
1,969 Km2

Legal framework on freedom of religion and actual
application
The 1968 Mauritius constitution (revised and amended in 2016) declares religious freedom to be a fundamental right,[1]
thus prohibiting discrimination on the grounds of religious affiliation. People can convert to other religions and believers
can distribute religious material to those who are not part of their group. Nobody, however, can exert coercion and thus
no one can be forced to follow precepts or attend the services of any religious group. New religious groups can be
founded and registered. The government protects rights, but its regulation of religion is fairly unintrusive.[2] Residence
permits for missionaries are limited to three years with no extensions.[3]
Religious education is present in both in state and private schools. Furthermore, the government regularly grants
subsidies to religious groups according to their number of followers as indicated in the national census.[4]

Incidents
Ethnic tensions still exist in the country, especially between Muslims and the Hindu majority. This mirrors divisions that
are strongly linked to ethnicity and religious affiliation.[5] Similarly, the Creole community (mostly mixed-race descendants
of former slaves who follow Catholicism) feels itself discriminated compared with other groups, particularly in their access
to jobs.[6] However, no major violent incident due to religion has been reported and the general situation is somehow
better than in previous years.
The Council of Religions (CDR) has promoted harmony, dialogue and peaceful coexistence between religions since
2001. Its nucleus is the Baha’í, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic and Jewish groups – the main religious traditions in the
country, but it also involves many smaller denominations.[7] The council promotes, among other things, interreligious

education in schools and has worked with the Ministry of Education in the production of a curriculum for intercultural
education.[8]
Two mosques and a Muslim cemetery in the Savanne District have reported damage, including graffiti. In the case of the
cemetery, local press suspected that the perpetrators were supporters of the Hindu Patriotic Organisation (Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh, HSS).[9] Tamil temple was vandalised in Port Louis.[10]
Several Hindu places of worship were also vandalised in different parts of the country. Police have been accused of
failing to find the culprits in such incidents.[11]
The Council of Religions wrote a letter to the Prime Minister in order to complain about threats made via social media
following emergency relief efforts to help victims of the Berguitta cyclone. These threats were directed against certain
ethnic and religious groups (mainly Christian Creoles). The council called on the government to adopt tougher legislation
to counter such acts.[12]
Bottles of fruit juice tainted with kerosene and insecticide were allegedly distributed among pilgrims during the Hindu
Festival of Maha Shivaratri in Vandermeesh, Rose Hill and Phoenix. There were no reports of casualties.[13]

Prospects for freedom of religion
In the present context, no relevant changes are expected for the foreseeable future.
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