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Religious Freedom Report

Dominican Republic
Stable / Unchanged

Religion
Christians : 94.9%
Agnostics : 2.2%
Spiritists : 2.2%
Others : 0.7%

Population
10.649.000

Area
48.671 Km2

Legal framework on freedom of religion and actual
application
The preamble of the constitution[1] invokes God and notes that the national emblem includes a Bible and a cross in the
centre. The national motto is “God, Homeland and Freedom”
Article 39 states that all people are born free and equal, are entitled to the same protection and treatment and enjoy the
same rights, freedoms and opportunities, without discrimination based on, among others, gender, colour, religion or
political opinion.
Article 45 upholds freedom of conscience and worship, subject to public order.
Religious marriages shall have – according to article 55 – civil effects in the terms established by law, without prejudice to
the provisions of international treaties.
Although, under the constitution, the state is not confessional, a concordat is in place, signed with the Holy See in 1954,
which declares that the “Catholic religion [. . .] is the Religion of the Dominican Republic and shall enjoy the rights and
prerogatives due to it.”[2]
The state recognises the international legal personality of the Holy See and of all its religious institutions and
associations. It guarantees the Catholic Church the free and full exercise of its spiritual power and jurisdiction and its free
and public acts of worship.
The government recognises the civil effects of marriages celebrated in accordance with canon law. It guarantees religious
assistance to the members of the armed forces and facilitates religious assistance in schools, hospitals and prisons. The
state guarantees the teaching of Catholic religion in public schools, except for students whose parents ask for an

exemption.
The constitution states that in order to be recognised by the state and obtain legal recognition, non-Catholic religious
organisations must fulfil certain requirements and follow the procedures indicated by the law. Once these requirements
have been met, they can enjoy tax exempt status.[3]
The General Education Law upholds freedom of education; private schools may offer religious and/or moral instruction in
accordance with their own pedagogical outlook.[4]
Law No. 198-11 regulates the terms and conditions under which the civil effects of religious marriages celebrated by nonCatholic Churches will be recognised.[5]
In June 2016, a bill[6] was introduced in order to guarantee and protect freedom of religion. It includes a number of
provisions, including the obligation of religious entities and churches to register, a ban on any attempt to undermine public
order, respect for other faiths, the right not to be subjected to discrimination because of one’s religious beliefs, the right to
observe the feast days and day of rest of one’s religion and the right of religious entities to obtain state grants.
According to a survey by Latinobarómetro, conducted in early 2018, the number of Catholics has dropped. [7] In 2013,
more than 60 percent of the population said that they belonged to this religion, while in 2017 the figure was down to
below 50 percent. For the media, the main causes for the decline are recent cases of murder and abuses committed by
members of the clergy. Likewise, appreciation for the Pope as the authoritative figure in the Church has also shrunk, with
a positive assessment of six on a 10-point scale.[8]

Incidents
In September 2016, a controversy was sparked by an opinion piece that accused the new head of the General
Directorate of Internal Revenue (Dirección General de Impuestos Internos) of being an enemy of the Evangelical
community because of the implementation of new procedures for obtaining tax exemptions.[9] In his response, the new
director rejected the charge, described the existing regulations and explained the request for precedents in terms of
applying the regulations to recently established churches.[10]
In July 2017, transsexual anchorwoman Mía Cepeda was photographed together with presidential candidate Luis
Abinader. Bishop Víctor Masalles criticised the photo on social media and was accused of discrimination.[11]
In October 2017, a court took protective action under the constitution against a Jehovah’s Witness couple who had
refused to allow a blood transfusion for their new-born daughter. The court ordered the clinic to perform the blood
transfusion, citing the constitution and other laws.[12]

Prospects for freedom of religion
Prospects for religious freedom are good. As in the previous period, no incidents of intolerance have been reported. In
this sense, the situation has not changed. A certain interest has developed in civil society for scholarly meetings on
religion, specifically on religious freedom. Some government authorities have stressed the value of freedom of religion
and of non-discrimination in religious matters and have specifically made statements to this effect. For example, the first
Caribbean Religious Freedom Symposium[13] was held in November 2017 at the Mother and Teacher Pontifical Catholic
University (Pontificia Universidad Católica Madre y Maestra), in Santo Domingo, on the topic of ‘Religious Freedom and
Economic Development’. In the opening speech, Dominican Vice President Margarita Cedeño stressed the importance
for legal systems to recognise and guarantee religious freedom.[14] Other examples of the country’s pluralist atmosphere
include the first Symposium on Science and Religion in October 2016 by the Seventh-day Adventist Church.[15] In June
2017, a meeting was held between the Ministry of Tourism and the (Catholic) Ramón Pané Foundation to coordinate

activities to promote religious tourism.[16]
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